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Austria Denmark Finland Germany Ita ly  Netherlands

EUR 70.000.- EUR 67.000 EUR 80.000 50.000,- EUR EUR 120.000 45.000 euro

boa rd  of d irec tors, genera l meeting
Genera l meeting, Boa rd  of d irec tors, 
Genera l manager

Shareholders meeting, Boa rd  of 
Direc tors, Managing Direc tor

Management Boa rd  (Vorstand ), 
Supervisory Boa rd  (Aufsic htsra t)

Sha reholders meeting + 1.(new dua listic  
system introduc ed  by Dec ree-Law 6/ 2003 
from 1. Jan 2004): management c ommittee 
(Consig lio d i gestione) and  supervisory boa rd  
(Consig lio d i sorveglianza ); or 2.(trad itiona l 
monistic  system): Boa rd  of Direc tors or 
Managing Direc tor and  interna l aud it 
c ommittee (c olleg io sindac a le)

Boa rd  of d irec tors

lim ited  to pa id -in sha re c ap ita l Lim ited  to pa id -in sha re c ap ita l Lim ited  to pa id -in sha re c ap ita l

Genera lly lim ited  to reg istered  c ap ita l 
(p lease be aware tha t not in a ll c ases 
the c ap ita l has been pa id -in fully), 
spec ia l a ttention must be g iven to 
those c ases, where pa id -in c ap ita l is 
used  to pay the sha reholder

lim ited  to pa id -in sha re c ap ita l Lim ited  to pa id -in sha re c ap ita l

firm reg ister, Commerc ia l Court of 
Vienna

Erhvervs- og Selskabsstyrelsen (Danish 
Commerc e and  Companies Agenc y) 

Trade Register /  Na tiona l Boa rd  of 
Pa tents and  Registra tion of Finland

Commerc ia l Registry a t the loc a l c ourt 
(Amtsgeric hts -
Handelsregister/ Registergeric ht-)

Chamber of Commerc e of Company's 
domic ile; Registry a t p refec ture of c ompany's 
domic ile from 2000)

Chamber of Commerc e (Kamer van 
Koophandel en Fab rieken)

Firmenbuc hnummer (FN; seria l number 
w ith a  test mark)

CVR number Y-tunnus Handelsregisternummer (HRB ____)
Numero isc rizione Registro Imprese (p rovinc e-
yea r of reg istra tion-No.)

KvK number

yes Yes Yes
Yes, however, degree of informa tion 
extent depends on size, sa les revenue 
and  ba lanc e sheet tota l

Yes yes

none 50% ha lf of the sha re c ap ita l
50 % (nec essity to inform the 
sha reholders, in c ase of pub lic  trad ing 
adhoc  pub lic ity is required )

Third  of the sha re c ap ita l (a rt. 2446 c .c .)

The c ompany c omes into existenc e a t 
the time of reg istra tion

Within 6 months from founda tion spec ia l listing p roc edures 
none, however, some financ ia l 
dec la ra tions must be up -to-da te when 
reg istering

20 days from estab lishment (a rt. 2330 c .c .) w ithin 3 months from founda tion

d ifferent p rovider, e.g .: www.imd .a t; 
www.firmenbuc hgrundbuc h.a t; 
reg istra tion nec essa ry; w ith c osts

www.eogs.dk www.p rh.fi
not yet, but p riva te informa tion porta ls 
exist

not yet, but p riva te informa tion porta ls exist 
(www.c erved .c om;  www.infoa ffa ri.c om; etc .)

www.kvk.nl

In Austria  c a lled  "AG" In Danish c a lled  "A/ S"
In German c a lled  Aktiengesellsc ha ft 
or AG

In Ita lian c a lled  "Soc ietà  per azioni" (S.p .a .)
In Dutc h c a lled  "Naamloze 
vennootsc hap" (NV)

LIMITED COMPANY /  PLC
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Norway Spain Sweden Switzerland UK 

This is a very brief summary of business vehic les 
available in England & Wales.  It is intended for 

general interest only and should not be relied upon 
without taking legal advic e.

EUR 123 000 (NOK 1 000 000) 60,102 euros 54.000 Euros CHF 100'000.00 (c a . EUR 65'000.00) £50 000

Genera l meeting, boa rd  of d irec tors, 
genera l manager

Shareholders Assemb ly  to exp ress the c ompany's w ill, Direc tors to 
manage and  rep resent the Company, who may be organised  into 
a  Boa rd  of Direc tors.

Genera l meeting, boa rd  of d irec tors, 
genera l manager

Genera l meetinig , Boa rd  of d irec tors, 
Genera l manager

Board  of Direc tors

Limited  to pa id -in sha re c ap ita l

The sha reholders have a  lim ited  liab lility. They a re responsob le 
towards the Company for c omp lying w ith their ob liga tion to pay for 
the sha res susc ribed  but not for c ompany deb ts. The c ompany's 
responsib ility is unlim ited  up  to its c ap ita l. Direc tors a re responsib le 
for damages c aused  to the Company as well as the b reac h of 
spec ific  ob liga tions, suc h as tha t of d issolving the Company in 
determined  situa tions.

Lim ited  to pa id -in c ap ita l Lim ited  liab ility
Lim ited  to pa id  up  sha re c ap ita l p rovid ing there is no fault 
on the pa rt of the sha reholder

Foretaksregisteret, Enhetsregisteret Commerc ia l Registry of the Company's domic ile.
Bolagsverket (the Swed ish agenc y for 
c ompanies and  c ommerc e )

c ommerc ia l reg istery a t domic ile

The Registra r of Companies for Enga lnd  and  Wa les, if the 
memorandum sta tes tha t the reg istered  offic e of the 
c ompany is to be situa ted  in England  or Wa les.  The 
Registra r of Companies for Sc otland , if the memorandum 
sta tes tha t the reg istered  offic e of the c ompany is to be 
situa ted  in Sc otland .  

Org.nr.
The Company is reg istered  in a  numbered  volume, book, folio, 
sec tion and  sheet of the app rop ria te c ommerc ia l regsistry.

In Swed ish "organisa tionsnummer" Ind ividua l number Company Number

Yes
Must be deposited  by the Direc tors a t the Commerc ia l Registry 
w ithin a  month as from the app rova l of the ac c ounts.

Yes Yes Yes

The equity must be sec ure from the 
point of risk and  extent of the 
c ompany's ac tivity.

If, due to losses suffered , the c ompany's resourc es a re reduc ed  to 
an amount inferior to ha lf the c ap ita l, the c ompany w ill have to be 
d issolved , unless the c ap ita l is inc reased  or reduc ed  suffic iently. 

50% 50% Not app lic ab le

Within 3 months from founda tion
Onc e the deed  inc orporta ing the Company has been issued , it 
must be reg istered  w ithin two months.

6 months Before sta rt up

www.brreg.no www.rmc.es www.bolagsverket.se www.zefix.admin.ch/ www.companieshouse.gov.co.uk

In Norwegian c a lled  ASA In Spanish c a lled  "Soc iedad  Anonima". in Swed ish c a lled  AB (pub l)

LIMITED COMPANY /  PLC
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Austria Denmark Finland Germany Ita ly  Netherlands

EUR 35.000.- (EUR 17.500.- - pa id  in 
suffic ient, but other ha lf c an be 
reuq ired  to be pa id  in under 
c erta in c irc umstanc es (c red itors)

EUR 17.000 EUR 8.000 25.000,- EUR

EUR 10.000 (deposit of 25% in a  bank 
ac c ount in Ita ly;  100% in c ase of a  sole 
partner or where the c ontributions a re 
not in c ash)

18.000 euro

genera l manager/ board  of 
d irec tors, genera l meeting

Board  of d irec tors and / or Genera l 
manager

Shareholders meeting , Board  of 
Direc tors, Manag ing  Direc tor

Direc tor (Gesc hä ftsführer)

Meeting  of quota  holders, d irec tors, 
board  of sta tutory aud itors or externa l 
aud it (only if the reg istered  c ap ita l, the 
assets in the ba lanc e sheet and  the 
number of emp loyees exc eed c erta in 
limits)

Board  of d irec tors and / or Genera l 
manager

limited  to pa id -in share c ap ita l Limited  to pa id -in share c ap ita l Limited  to pa id -in share c ap ita l

Genera lly limited  to reg istered  
c ap ita l (p lease be aware tha t not 
in a ll c ases the c ap ita l has been 
pa id -in fully), spec ia l a ttention 
must be g iven to those c ases, 
where pa id -in c ap ita l is used  to 
pay the shareholder

Genera lly limited  to reg istered  c ap ita l 
(unlimited  liab ility of the sole partner in 
c ase of insolvenc y if c ap ita l requirement 
and  pub lic ity has not been observed)

Limited  to pa id -in share c ap ita l

firm reg ister, Commc ia l Court of 
Vienna

Erhvervs- og  Selskabsstyrelsen 
(Danish Commerc e and  
Companies Agenc y) 

Trade Reg ister /  Na tiona l Board  of 
Pa tents and  Reg istra tion of Finland

Commerc ia l Reg istry a t the loc a l 
c ourt (Amtsgeric hts -
Handelsreg ister/ Reg istergeric ht-)

Chamber of Commerc e of Company's 
domic ile; Reg istry a t p refec ture of 
c ompany's domic ile from 2000)

Chamber of Commerc e (Kamer 
van Koophandel en Fabrieken)

Firmenbuc hnummer (FN; seria l 
number w ith a  test mark)

CVR number Y-tunnus Handelsreg isternummer (HRB ____)
Numero isc rizione Reg istro Imprese 
(p rovinc e-year of reg istra tion-No.)

Kvk number

yes (sc ope depends on the size of 
the c ompany and  its annua l 
turnover)

Yes Yes

Yes, however, degree of 
information extent depends on 
size, sa les revenue and  ba lanc e 
sheet tota l

Yes yes

none (if ha lf of the c ap ita l is lost - 
a  genera l meeting  has to be 
envoked)

40% ha lf of the share c ap ita l
50 % (nec essity to c a ll for a  
shareholder's meeting)

Third  of the share c ap ita l (a rt. 2482b is 
c .c .)

The c ompany c omes into 
existenc e a t the time of 
reg istra tion 

Within 8 weeks from foundation Within 6 months from foundation
none, however, some financ ia l 
dec la ra tions must be up-to-da te 
when reg istering

20 days from estab lishment within 3 months from foundation

d ifferent p rovider, e.g .: 
www.imd.a t; 
www.firmenbuc hgrundbuc h.a t; 
reg istra tion nec essary;  w ith c osts

www.eogs.dk www.prh.fi
not yet, but p riva te information 
porta ls exist

not yet, but p riva te information porta ls 
exist (www.c erved .c om;  
www.infoa ffa ri.c om; etc .)

www.kvk.nl

in Austria  c a lled  "GmbH" In Danish c a lled  "ApS"
In German c a lled  Gesellsc ha ft mit 
besc hränkter Ha ftung  or GmbH

In Ita lian c a lled  "Soc ietà  a  responsab ilità  
limita ta " (S.r.l. )

In Dutc h c a lled  "Besloten 
vennootsc hap" (BV)

PRIVATE LIMITED COMPANY 
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B: Management

C: Liab ility
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H: Registra tion time-limit
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Norway Spain Sweden Switzerland UK 

EUR 12 300 (NOK 100 000) 3,006 euros 11.000 Euros
Minimum: CHF 20'000.--, maximum: 
CHF 2'000'000.--

Every c ompany limited  by shares is required  to have 
nomina l c ap ita l w ith whic h it is reg istered  however a  
p riva te c ompany is not required  to have a  minimum 
amount.

Genera l meeting , board  of 
d irec tors (genera l manager)

Shareholders Assembly  to express the c ompany's w ill, and  
Direc tors to manage and  represent the Company, who may 
be organised  into a  Board  of Direc tors.

Genera l meeting , board  of 
d irec tors, genera l manager

Partner meeting , Genera l 
manager (or a ll pa rtners manage 
together)

Board  of Direc tors

Limited  to pa id  in share c ap ita l

The shareholders have a  limited  liab lility. They a re 
responsob le towards the Company for c omplying  w ith their 
ob liga tion to pay for the shares susc ribed  but not for 
c ompany deb ts. The c ompany's responsib ility is unlimited  up  
to its c ap ita l. Direc tors a re responsib le for damages c aused  
to the Company as well as the b reac h of spec ific  
ob liga tions, suc h as tha t of d issolving  the Company in 
determined  situa tions.

Limited  to pa id -in c ap ita l
Corpora te p roperty, subsid ia ry: 
persona l liab ility

Limited  to pa id  up  share c ap ita l p rovid ing  there is no 
fault on the part of the shareholder

Foretaksreg isteret, Enhetsreg isteret Commerc ia l Reg istry of the Company's domic ile. Bolageverket c ommerc ia l reg istery a t domic ile

The Reg istra r of Companies for Enga lnd  and  Wales, if 
the memorandum sta tes tha t the reg istered  offic e of 
the c ompany is to be situa ted  in Eng land  or Wa les.  
The Reg istra r of Companies for Sc otland , if the 
memorandum sta tes tha t the reg istered  offic e of the 
c ompany is to be situa ted  in Sc otland . 

Org .nr
The Company is reg istered  in a  numbered  volume, book, 
fo lio, sec tion and  sheet of the appropria te c ommerc ia l 
regsistry.

Organisa tionsnummer ind ividua l number Company Number

yes
Must be deposited  by the Direc tors a t the Commerc ia l 
Reg istry w ithin a  month as from the approva l of the 
ac c ounts.

Yes None Yes

The equity must be sec ure from 
the point of risk and  extent of the 
c ompany's ac tivity.

If the c ompany c ap ita l is reduc ed  under 3,005,06 euros, it 
must be inc reased  within a  year or e lse the c ompany will be 
d issolved .

50% 50% N/ a

Within 3 months from foundation
Onc e the deed  inc orporta ing  the Company has been 
issued , it must be regsietered  w ithin two months

6 months Before sta rt up

www.breeg.no www.rmc.es www.bolagsverket.se www.zefix.admin.ch/ www.companieshouse.gov.co.uk

In Norweg ian c a lled  AS In Spanish c a lled  "soc iedad  a  responsab ilidad  limitada". in Swed ish c a lled  aktiebolag  (AB)

PRIVATE LIMITED COMPANY
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Country

A: Cap ita l requirement

B: Management

C: Liab ility

D: Plac e of reg istra tion

E: Registra tion number

F: Pub lic  annua l ac c ounts 

G: Financ ia l loss limit 

H: Registra tion time-limit

I: Internet ac c ess

J: Other
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Austria Denmark Finland Germany Ita ly  Netherlands

none No No No No no /  depends on struc ture

branc h manager Branc h manager Representa tive in Finland
Branc h Mananger 
(Zweigniederlassungsle iter)

Branc h Mananger (Institore)
Branc h manager /  board  of 
d irec tors (depends on struc ture)

yes/ no depends on struc ture Yes/ no - Depends on struc ture Depends on the struc ture
Yes/ No - depend ing  on struc ture 
of ma in b ranc h

yes/ no depends on struc ture depends on struc ture

firm reg ister, Commerc ia l Court of 
Vienna

Erhvervs- og  Selskabsstyrelsen 
(Danish Commerc e and  
Companies Agenc y)

Trade Reg ister /  Na tiona l Board  of 
Pa tents and  Reg istra tion of Finland

Commerc ia l Reg istry a t the loc a l 
c ourt a t the sea t of the b ranc h 
(Amtsgeric hts -
Handelsreg ister/ Reg istergeric ht-)

Rec ord  a t c hamber of c ommerc e of 
domic ile of the b ranc h

Chamber of Commerc e (Kamer 
van Koophandel en Fabrieken)

depends on struc ture (own 
c ompany: yes /  part of a  
c ompany: no)

Ind ividua l CVR Number (not CVR 
number of parent c ompany)

Y-tunnus

Handelsreg isternummer (HRA ____) 
or (HRB ____), depend ing  on ma in 
b ranc h, however, not the same 
number as ma in b ranc h

No kvk number

depends on struc ture (own 
c ompany: yes /  part of a  
c ompany: no)

Yes (from parent c ompany) Yes
Yes/ No - depend ing  on struc ture 
of ma in b ranc h

No no/ yes (depends on struc ture)

depends on struc ture (own 
c ompany: yes /  part of a  
c ompany: no)

No No
Yes/ No - depend ing  on struc ture 
of ma in b ranc h

No

depends on struc ture (own 
c ompany: yes /  part of a  
c ompany: no)

Before sta rt-up Before sta rt-up No
Within 30 days a fter sta rt-up  (a rt. 2299 
c .c .)

no

d ifferent p rovider, e.g .: 
www.imd.a t; 
www.firmenbuc hgrundbuc h.a t; 
reg istra tion nec essary;  w ith c osts

www.eogs.dk www.prh.fi
not yet, but p riva te information 
porta ls exist

not yet, but p riva te information porta ls 
exist (www.c erved .c om;  
www.infoa ffa ri.c om; etc .)

www.kvk.nl

in Austria  c a lled  "Filia le" In Danish c a lled  "Filia l"
In German c a lled  
Zweigniederlassung

In Ita lian c a lled  "sede sec ondaria " or 
"suc c ursa le" 

In Dutc h c a lled  "Nevenvestig ing"

AFFILIATE /  BRANCH
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Country

A: Cap ita l requirement

B: Management

C: Liab ility

D: Plac e of reg istra tion

E: Registra tion number

F: Pub lic  annua l ac c ounts 

G: Financ ia l loss limit 

H: Registra tion time-limit

I: Internet ac c ess

J: Other
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Norway Spain Sweden Switzerland UK 

None No None

Normally a  b ranc h d irec tor, who c an rea lise a ll ac tivities 
g ranted  to the b ranc h and  reg istered  in the c ommerc ia l 
reg istry.  He does NOT ac t as a  representa tive of the parent 
c ompany.

Genera l manager Branc h manager
In ac c ordanc e with the laws of the c ountry of 
inc orpora tion

the responsab ility of the b ranc h for ob ligac ions issued  from 
its management is imputed  to the parent c ompany.

No Depends on struc ture
In ac c ordanc e with the laws of the c ountry of 
inc orpora tion

Commerc ia l Reg istry of the b ranc h's domic ile. Bolagsverket Commerc ia l reg istry a t domic ile

The Reg istra r of Companies for Eng land  and  Wales, 
in respec t of a  b ranc h reg istered  in Eng land  and  
Wales and  the Reg istra r of Companies for Sc otland , 
if the memorandum sta tes tha t the reg istered  offic e 
in respec t of a  b ranc h reg istered  in Sc otland . 

Reg istered  a t the same fo lio as the parent Company if they 
a re loc a ted  in the same provinc e, in a  separa te fo lio 
otherwise.

Organisa tionsnummer Ind ividua l number Reg istra tion Number

Separa te books and / or ac c ounting  a re not required  for the 
b ranc h of a  spanish c ompany. Branc hes of a  foreign 
c ompany will have to and  the parent c ompany must 
deposit the b ranc h's annua l ac c ounts in the b ranc h's 
reg ister.

Yes see parent c ompany Depends on struc ture Yes

None No Depends on struc ture N/ a

one month a fter a ll the doc uments nec essary for its ac tivity 
have been issued .

No
Within one month of estab lishing  a  p lac e of business 
in Grea t Brita in

www.rmc.es www.bolageverket.se www.zefix.admin.ch/ www.c ompanieshouse.gov.c o.uk

In Spanish c a lled  "suc ursa l". in Swed ish c a lled  filia l

AFFILIATE /  BRANCH
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Country

A: Cap ita l requirement

B: Management

C: Liab ility

D: Plac e of reg istra tion

E: Registra tion number

F: Pub lic  annua l ac c ounts 

G: Financ ia l loss limit 

H: Registra tion time-limit

I: Internet ac c ess

J: Other
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Austria Denmark Finland Germany Ita ly  Netherlands

none No No No No no

partners Partners No sta tutory organs Partners Partners eac h partner

Persona l and  jo int liab ility Persona l and  jo int liab ility Persona l and  jo int liab ility Persona l and  jo int liab ilty Persona l unlimited  and  jo int liab ilty
partner a re eac h responsib le for 
the whole deb t of the partnership

firm reg ister, Commerc ia l Court of 
Vienna CVR Reg ister /  ToldSka t (Tax 

Authorities)

Trade Reg ister /  Na tiona l Board  of 
Pa tents and  Reg istra tion of Finland

Partner Reg istry a t the loc a l c ourt 
(Amtsgeric hts -
Partnersc ha ftsreg ister/ Reg istergeri
c ht-)

Chamber of Commerc e of Company's 
domic ile 

Chamber of Commerc e (Kamer 
van Koophandel en Fabrieken)

Firmenbuc hnummer (FN; seria l 
number w ith a  test mark)

CVR number Y-tunnus Partnersc ha ftsreg isternr.
Numero isc rizione Reg istro Imprese 
(p rovinc e-year of reg istra tion-No.)

kvk number

no No Yes No no no

no No No No no no

no No No sta tutory time-limits No 30 day from estab lishment (2296 c .c .) no

d ifferent p rovider, e.g .: 
www.imd.a t; 
www.firmenbuc hgrundbuc h.a t; 
reg istra tion nec essary;  w ith c osts

No www.prh.fi

not yet, but p riva te information 
porta ls exist. This c orpora te form 
has to be d istimguished  from the 
Gesellsc ha ft bürgerlic hen Rec hts 
(GbR) and  the Offene 
Handelsgesellsc ha ft (OHG). Only 
the PartG is entitled  to use the 
word  "partner" in its name.

not yet, but p riva te information porta ls 
exist (www.c erved .c om;  
www.infoa ffa ri.c om; etc .)

www.kvk.nl

in Austria  c a lled  "OHG" or "OEG" In Danish c a lled  "I/ S"
In German c a lled  
Partnersc ha ftsgesellsc ha ft or 
PartG

In Ita lia  c a lled  "Soc ietà  in nome 
c ollettivo" (S.n.c .)

In Dutc h c a lled  "Vennootsc hap 
onder Firma"

PARTNERSHIP
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Country

A: Cap ita l requirement

B: Management

C: Liab ility

D: Plac e of reg istra tion

E: Registra tion number

F: Pub lic  annua l ac c ounts 

G: Financ ia l loss limit 

H: Registra tion time-limit

I: Internet ac c ess

J: Other

4.
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ip
Norway Spain Sweden Switzerland UK 

No None No None None

Company meeting  (board  of 
d irec tors, genera l manager)

a ll shareholders c an unanimously manage the c ompany or 
a  d irec tor c an be appointed .

Partners genera l/ unlimited  partner Partners

Persona l and  jo int liab ilitu
Unlimited  liab ility of the shareholders and  c ompany. 
Responsib ility of d irec tors for damages c aused  by 
neg ligenc e.

Persona l and  jo int liab ility unlimited  and  jo int liab ility Persona l; jo int and  severa l liab ility

Foretaksreg isteret, Enhetsreg isteret Commerc ia l Reg istry of the Company's domic ile. Bolagsverket Commerc ia l reg istry a t domic ile None

Org .nr.
The Company is reg istered  in a  numbered  volume, book, 
fo lio, sec tion and  sheet of the appropria te c ommerc ia l 
regsistry.

Organisa tionsnummer Ind ividua l number None

No No Yes None No

No No No none Not app lic ab le

No No No None

www.brreg.no www.rmc.es www.bolagsverket.se www.zefix.admin.ch/ Not app lic ab le

In Norweg ian c a lled  ANS, DA, BA In Spanish c a lled  "soc iedad  c olec tiva".
in Swed ish c a lled  handelsbolag  
(HB)

A partnership  does not have a  lega l persona lity 
d istinc t from its members

PARTNERSHIP
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Country

A: Cap ita l requirement

B: Management

C: Liab ility

D: Plac e of reg istra tion

E: Registra tion number

F: Pub lic  annua l ac c ounts 

G: Financ ia l loss limit 

H: Registra tion time-limit

I: Internet ac c ess

J: Other

5.
 L

im
ite

d
 p

a
rt

n
e

rs
h

ip
Austria Denmark Finland Germany Ita ly  Netherlands

no (yes, if you insert a  limited  
c ompany as partner)

No (yes if you insert a  limited  
c ompany as partner). 

No
No (yes if you insert a  limited  
c ompany as partner). 

No no

partners Partners (Genera l partners) No sta tutory organs Genera l Partner Partners (soc i ac c omandata ri)
eac h partner exc ep t the sleep ing  
partner

partners: jo int and  persona l liab le; 
limited  partners: limited  to pa id -in 
c ap ita l

Partners: Persona l and  jo int liab ility.   
Limitied  partners: Limited  to pa id -in 
c ap ita l   

Partners: Persona l and  jo int liab ility. 
Limited  partners: Limited  to pa id -in 
c ap ita l

 Genera l Partners: Persona l and  
jo int liab ility.   Limited  partners: 
Limited  to pa id -in c ap ita l   

Partners (ac c omandata ri): Persona l and  
jo int liab ility. Limited  partners 
(ac c omandanti): Limited  to pa id -in 
c ap ita l unless they let their name to be 
used  in the c ompany's title

eac h partner for the whole deb t 
of the partnership  exc ep t the 
sleep ing  partner.

firm reg ister, Commerc ia l Court 
Vienna

Erhvervs- og  Selskabsstyrelsen 
(Danish Commerc e and  
Companies Agenc y)

Trade Reg ister /  Na tiona l Board  of 
Pa tents and  Reg istra tion of Finland

Commerc ia l Reg istry a t the loc a l 
c ourt (Amtsgeric hts -
Handelsreg ister/ Reg istergeric ht-)

Chamber of Commerc e of Company's 
domic ile 

Chamber of Commerc e (Kamer 
van Koophandel en Fabrieken)

Firmenbuc hnummer (FN; seria l 
number w ith test mark)

CVR number

Y-tunnus Handelsreg isternummer (HRA ____)
Numero isc rizione Reg istro Imprese 
(p rovinc e-year of reg istra tion-No.)

kvk number

no (yes, if you insert a  limited  
c ompany as partner)

Yes if you insert a  limited  c ompany 
as partner

Genera lly no

Yes if you insert a  limited  c ompany 
as partner, however, degree of 
information extent depends on 
size, sa les revenue and  ba lanc e 
sheet tota l

no no

no (yes, if you insert a  limited  
c ompany as partner)

Yes if you insert a  limited  c ompany 
as partner

No
Yes if you insert a  limited  c ompany 
or p riva te limited  c ompany as 
partner

no no

no (yes, if you insert a  limited  
c ompany as partner)

Within 8 weeks from foundation No sta tutory time-limits No 30 day from estab lishment (2296 c .c .) no

d ifferent p rovider, e.g .: 
www.imd.a t; 
www.firmenbuc hgrundbuc h.a t; 
reg istra tion nec essary;  w ith c osts

Yes if you insert a  limited  c ompany 
as partner

www.prh.fi
not yet, but p riva te information 
porta ls exist

not yet, but p riva te information porta ls 
exist (www.c erved .c om;  
www.infoa ffa ri.c om; etc .)

www.kvk.nl

in  Austria  c a lled  "KG" or "GmbH & 
Co KG" (w ith a  limited  c ompany 
as partner)

In Danish c a lled  "K/ S" or "P/ S". 
Advantage: There is a  w ide range 
of freedom of c ontrac t. For 
instanc e you c an insert a  limited  
c ompany as the partner being  
persona l and  jo int liab le. 

In German c a lled  
Kommand itgesellsc ha ft or KG, if 
the genera l partner is a  GmbH, 
the limited  partnership  is c a lled  
GmbH & Co KG 

In Ita lian c a lled  "Soc ietà  in ac c omand ita  
semplic e" (S.a .s.)

In Dutc h c a lled  "c ommand ita ire 
vennootsc hap"

LIMITED PARTNERSHIP
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Country

A: Cap ita l requirement

B: Management

C: Liab ility

D: Plac e of reg istra tion

E: Registra tion number

F: Pub lic  annua l ac c ounts 

G: Financ ia l loss limit 

H: Registra tion time-limit

I: Internet ac c ess

J: Other

5.
 L

im
ite

d
 p

a
rt

n
e

rs
h

ip
Norway Spain Sweden Switzerland UK 

No None No None None

Company meeting genera l partners manage the c ompany Partners/ limited  partners
genara l/ unlimited  partners and  
spec ia l/ limited  partners

Management by genera l partners.  Limited  partners 
may not take part in management

Partners: Persona l and  jo int liab ility.   
Limitied  partners: Limited  to 
agreed  amount  

genera l partners, who a re unlimited ly liab le for the c ompany 
deb ts and  limited  liab ility partners, whose liab ility is limited  to 
the pa id  in c ap ita l

Persona l and  jo int liab liity/ pa id -in 
c ap ita l

unlimited  partner: persona l and  
jo int   limited  partner: limitied  to 
pa id -in c ap ita l

Genera l partners: persona l; jo int and  severa l liab ility.  
Limited  partners: limited  to the amount of 
c ontribution to the partnership  (sub jec t to c erta in 
exc ep tions - e.g . limited  liab ility is forfe ited  if 
pa rtic ipa te in management).

Foretaksreg isteret, Enhetsreg isteret Commerc ia l Reg istry of the Company's domic ile. Bolagsverket Commerc ia l reg istry a t domic ile

The Reg istra r of Companies (if p rinc ipa l p lac e of 
business is situa ted  or p roposed to be situa ted  in 
Eng land  and  Wales, to the Card iff offic e; if in 
Sc otland  to the Ed inburgh offic e; and  if Northern 
Ire land  to the Belfast offic e.)

Org .nr
The Company is reg istered  in a  numbered  volume, book, 
fo lio, sec tion and  sheet of the appropria te c ommerc ia l 
regsistry.

Organisa tionsnummer Ind ividua l number Reg istered  number

No
Must be deposited  by the Direc tors a t the Commerc ia l 
Reg istry w ithin a  month as from the approva l of the 
ac c ounts.

Yes None No

No None No None Not app lic ab le

No None No
Deemed to be a  genera l partnership  (see above) 
until reg istered

www.brreg.no www.rmc.es www.bolagsverket.se www.zefix.admin.ch/ www.c ompanieshouse.gov.c o.uk

In Norweg ian c a lled  KS In Spanish c a lled  "soc iedad  c omand ita ria  simp le"
in Swed ish  c a lled  
kommand itbolag  (KB)

A limited  partnership  does not have a  lega l 
persona lity d istinc t from its members

LIMITED PARTNERSHIP
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Country

A: Cap ita l requirement

B: Management

C: Liab ility

D: Plac e of reg istra tion

E: Registra tion number

F: Pub lic  annua l ac c ounts 

G: Financ ia l loss limit 

H: Registra tion time-limit

I: Internet ac c ess

J: Other

6.
 S

in
g

le
 p

ro
p

rie
to

rs
h

ip
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
  

/s
o

le
 t

ra
d

e
r

Austria Denmark Finland Germany Ita ly  Netherlands

no No No No No no

sing le owner Sing le owner No sta tutory organs Sing le owner Sing le owner owner

persona l liab ility Persona l Persona l and  jo int liab ility Persona l Persona l persona l

if: firm reg ister, Commerc ia l Court 
in Vienna

CVR-Reg ister /  ToldSka t (Tax 
Authorities)

Trade Reg ister /  Na tiona l Board  of 
Pa tents and  Reg istra tion of Finland

not c ompulsory /  Commerc ia l 
Reg istry a t the loc a l c ourt 
(Amtsgeric hts -
Handelsreg ister/ Reg istergeric ht-)

Chamber of Commerc e of owner's 
domic ile - spec ia l sec tion

Chamber of Commerc e (Kamer 
van Koophandel en Fabrieken)

Firmenbuc hnummer (FN; seria l 
number w ith test mark) CVR-Number Y-tunnus

Handelsreg isternummer (HRA ____)
Numero isc rizione Reg istro delle Imprese ( 
CCIAA or Reg. Imprese) kvk number

no No No No no no

no No No No no no

no No No sta tutory time-limits No 

Within 30 days a fter sta rt-up  (a rt. 2196 
c .c .) no

no (if reg istered : d ifferent p rovider, 
e.g .: www.imd.a t; 
www.firmenbuc hgrundbuc h.a t; 
reg istra tion nec essary;  w ith c osts) No www.prh.fi

not yet, but p riva te information 
porta ls exist

not yet, but p riva te information porta ls 
exist (www.c erved .c om;  
www.infoa ffa ri.c om; etc .)

www.kvk.nl

in Austria  c a lled  
"Einzelhandelkaufmann"

In Danish c a lled  
"Enkeltmandsvirksomhed"

if entered  into the reg istry, the 
trader is c a lled  in German 
eingetragener Kaufmann or e.K. In Ita lian c a lled  "imprend itore ind ividua le" In Dutc h c a lled  "Eenmanszaak"

SINGLE PROPRIETORSHIP /  SOLE TRADER
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Country

A: Cap ita l requirement

B: Management

C: Liab ility

D: Plac e of reg istra tion

E: Registra tion number

F: Pub lic  annua l ac c ounts 

G: Financ ia l loss limit 

H: Registra tion time-limit

I: Internet ac c ess

J: Other

6.
 S

in
g

le
 p

ro
p

rie
to

rs
h

ip
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
  

/s
o

le
 t

ra
d

e
r

Norway Spain Sweden Switzerland UK 

No None No None None

Sing le owner Sole trader Sing le owner sole p roprietor/ owner Owner

Persona l unlimited  responsib ility of the sole trader Persona l persona l Persona l

Enhetsreg isteret 
(Foretaksreg isteret)

Commerc ia l reg istry of his domic ile.
Bolagsverket/ Tax authorities 
(Ska tteverket)

Commerc ia l reg istry a t domic ile 

None

Org .nr

The sole trader is reg istered  in a  numbered  volume, book, 
fo lio, sec tion and  sheet of the appropria te c ommerc ia l 
regsistry.

Soc ia l sec urity number of the 
owner Ind ividua l number None

No No No None No

No None No None Not app lic ab le

No None sinc e the reg istra tion of the sole trader is op tiona l. No None

www.brreg.no no No

www.zefix.admin.ch/

Not app lic ab le

In Norweg ian c a lled  
"Enkeltpersonforetak" In Spanish c a lled  "empresario ind ividua l". In Swed ish c a lled  enskild  firma

SINGLE PROPRIETORSHIP /  SOLE TRADER

12/16



Country

A: Cap ita l requirement

B: Management

C: Liab ility

D: Plac e of reg istra tion

E: Registra tion number

F: Pub lic  annua l ac c ounts 

G: Financ ia l loss limit 

H: Registra tion time-limit

I: Internet ac c ess

J: Other

7
Austria Denmark Finland Germany Ita ly  Netherlands

No no

Partners Eac h partner (unless otherwise agreed)

Persona l and  jo int liab ilty

Unlimited

No
Chamber of Commerc e of c ompany's 
domic ile - spec ia l sec tion

No
Numero isc rizione Reg istro delle Imprese ( 
CCIAA or Reg. Imprese)

No
no

No

no

No Within 30 days a fter sta rt-up

No
not yet, but p riva te information porta ls 
exist (www.c erved .c om;  
www.infoa ffa ri.c om; etc .)

In German c a lled  Gesellsc ha ft 
bürgerlic hen Rec hts or GbR

In Ita lian c a lled  "Soc ietà  semplic e"
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Country

A: Cap ita l requirement

B: Management

C: Liab ility

D: Plac e of reg istra tion

E: Registra tion number

F: Pub lic  annua l ac c ounts 

G: Financ ia l loss limit 

H: Registra tion time-limit

I: Internet ac c ess

J: Other

7
Norway Spain Sweden Switzerland UK 

No 3,006 euros minimum, 120,202 euros maximum

A c ompany limited  by guarantee and  having  a  
share c ap ita l is required  to have nomina l c ap ita l 
w ith whic h it is reg istered  however a  p riva te 
c ompany is not required  to have a  minimum 
amount.

Shareholders manage the c ompany. Board  of Direc tors

Shareholders a re not liab le persona lly for the Company 
deb ts.

Limited , in the c ase of a  share c ompany, to the 
nomina l amount of the shares held  by eac h 
member and  in the c ase of a  guarantee c ompany 
to the amount of the guarantee undertaken by the 
member in eac h c ase p rovid ing  there is no fault on 
the part of the shareholder

Foretaksreg isteret Commerc ia l reg istry of the c ompany's domic ile.

The Reg istra r of Companies for Enga lnd  and  Wales, if 
the memorandum sta tes tha t the reg istered  offic e of 
the c ompany is to be situa ted  in Eng land  or Wa les.  
The Reg istra r of Companies for Sc otland , if the 
memorandum sta tes tha t the reg istered  offic e of the 
c ompany is to be situa ted  in Sc otland . 

Org .nr

The Company is reg istered  in a  numbered  volume, book, 
fo lio, sec tion and  sheet of the appropria te c ommerc ia l 
regsistry. Company Number

No
Simp lified  ac c ounting  system: annua l ac c ounts reg istered  in 
a  unique reg istry. Yes

No

If, due to losses suffered , the c ompany's resourc es a re 
reduc ed  to an amount inferior to ha lf the c ap ita l for a t least 
six months, the c ompany will have to be d issolved , unless the 
c ap ita l is inc reased  suffic iently. Not app lic ab le

No
Onc e the deed  inc orporta ing  the Company has been 
issued , it must be regsietered  w ithin two months Before sta rt up

www.brreg.no www.rmc .es www.companieshouse.gov.co.uk

In Norweg ian c a lled  NUF In Spanish c a lled  "Soc iedad  Limitada  Nueva  Empresa".
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Country

A: Cap ita l requirement

B: Management

C: Liab ility

D: Plac e of reg istra tion

E: Registra tion number

F: Pub lic  annua l ac c ounts 

G: Financ ia l loss limit 

H: Registra tion time-limit

I: Internet ac c ess

J: Other

8
Austria Denmark Finland Germany Ita ly  Netherlands

No EUR 120.000

Partners Partners (soc i ac c omandata ri)

Persona l and  jo int liab ilty

Partners (ac c omandata ri): Persona l and  
jo int liab ility. Limited  partners 
(ac c omandanti): Limited  to pa id -in 
c ap ita l

Commerc ia l Reg istry a t the loc a l 
c ourt (Amtsgeric hts -
Handelsreg ister/ Reg istergeric ht-)

Chamber of Commerc e of Company's 
domic ile; Reg istry a t p refec ture of 
c ompany's domic ile from 2000)

Handelsreg isternummer (HRA ____)
Numero isc rizione Reg istro Imprese 
(p rovinc e-year of reg istra tion-No.)

No Yes

No Third  of the share c ap ita l (a rt. 2446 c .c .)

No
20 days from estab lishment (a rt. 2330 
c .c .)

not yet, but p riva te information 
porta ls exist

not yet, but p riva te information porta ls 
exist (www.c erved .c om;  
www.infoa ffa ri.c om; etc .)

In German c a lled  Offene 
Handelsgesellsc ha ft or OHG

In Ita lian c a lled  "Soc ietà  in ac c omand ita  
per azioni" (S.a .p .a .)
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Country

A: Cap ita l requirement

B: Management

C: Liab ility

D: Plac e of reg istra tion

E: Registra tion number

F: Pub lic  annua l ac c ounts 

G: Financ ia l loss limit 

H: Registra tion time-limit

I: Internet ac c ess

J: Other

8
Norway Spain Sweden Switzerland UK 

EUR 12 300 (NOK 100 000) (EUR 24 
600/ NOK 200 000)

None

Board  of d irec tors Members, designa ted  members

No owners

Limited  to the amount of the c ontribution to the LLP 
(but note tha t persona l liab ility c an a rise in c erta in 
c irc umstanc es suc h as fraud)

Stifte lsesreg isteret 
(Foretaksreg isteret)

The Reg istra r of Companies (if p rinc ipa l p lac e of 
business is situa ted  or p roposed to be situa ted  in 
Eng land  and  Wales, to the Card iff offic e; if in 
Sc otland  to the Ed inburgh offic e.)

Org .nr Reg istered  number

No Yes

No Not app lic ab le

Within 3 months of foundation
Before sta rt-up  - LLP c rea ted  on the issue of the 
c ertific a te of inc orpora tion

www.c ompanieshouse.gov.c o.uk

In Norweg ian c a lled  "Stifte lse"
An LLP has a  lega l persona lity separa te from its 
members
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